
Michigan Entomological Society

Discovering 
Michigan Insects

Events
The Annual Meeting is a scientific conference 
generally held in summer or fall.  It is an all-
day event featuring papers and posters. Topics 
cover all aspects of entomology, including field 
and laboratory research, taxonomy, faunal 
surveys, and environmental issues. It is a time 
to learn and enjoy socializing and networking 
with those interested in the study of insects.

The annual Breaking Diapause meeting is 
an informal gathering held each spring and 
provides a forum for the interchange of 
information and friendly socializing.

History
The Michigan Entomological Society was 
formed in 1954 from the Detroit Entomological 
Society. The Detroit Entomological Society 
formed in 1942 and originally met at the 
Highland Park YWCA building. In 1954, MES 
had its first meeting in the Museums Building 
at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 
The 50th anniversary MES annual meeting was 
held in June, 2004 at the Ralph A. MacMullen 
Conference Center at Higgins Lake near 
Roscommon.

Organization
The Society is organized under a Governing 
Board which consists of the following positions: 
president, president-elect, immediate 
past president, secretary, treasurer, three 
members-at-large, journal editor & associate, 
newsletter editor & associate, and webmaster.

Publications
MES publishes a peer-reviewed quarterly 
journal called The Great Lakes Entomologist. 
A newsletter is published 2-4 times per year. 
Entomology Notes are published periodically 
to provide information and techniques on 
entomological topics.

Membership
Membership is open to anyone interested in 
entomology worldwide. You may write to the 
Society at: Michigan Entomological Society, 
c/o Department of Entomology, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing, MI 48824. Current 
membership dues are published on the MES 
website at www.michentsoc.org and include a 
subscription to the Newsletter and The Great 
Lakes Entomologist journal. There is also a  
K-12 student membership at a lower rate.
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Research
Many society members are actively engaged in 
research. Key areas of research include
apiculture, aquatic entomology, behavioral 
ecology, biological control, chemical ecology, 
forest entomology, integrated pest manage-

ment, invasive species, medical en-
tomology, molecular entomology, and 
taxonomy and systematics.

Environment
Society members are involved in 
many activities that greatly enhance 
Michigan's environmental quality such as 
faunal surveys, habitat enhancement, 
and studies on the impacts of climate 
change.  Other studies investigate insect 
habitats, the distribution of threatened 
and endangered species, and effects of 
pesticides. 
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Education
Society members are involved in education 
and outreach in many ways. Members teach 
entomology at all levels from elementary 
to university.  Many support teachers, 
volunteer in classrooms, and are involved in 
informal science education at various events 
throughout the state. The Society serves as a 
valuable resource  
for classroom  
teachers.


