
/UUSM

NEWSLETTER
of the

MICHIGAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
■o

Volume 39, Numbers 2 & 3 August, 1994

Insects Listed as "Sensitive Species" in the Eastern Region
of the U.S. Forest Service

?/!/

Robert A. Haack
USD A Forest Service, North Central Forest Experiment Station, East Lansing, MI

Entomologists now need to be aware
of five lists of protected insects when
working or collecting within any given
state, i.e., insects listed as federally en
dangered, federally threatened, state
endangered, state threatened, and For
est Service sensitive. A Forest Service
"sensitive species" is a plant or an ani
mal that is NOT currently federally listed
but for which p>opulation viability is a
concern to the Forest Service as evi
denced by a current or predicted down
ward trend in population numbers or in
habitat capability that would reduce a
species' existing distribution (USDA
1991).

Therefore, species listed as sensitive
CAN be state-listed, but by definition
they CANNOT be federally listed. Sen
sitive species are taxa that appear to be
heading towards federal listing, but are
NOT yet federally listed under the En
dangered Species Act.

The National Forests are divided
amongnine regions in the United States.
The Eastern Region, which is also called
Region 9, is made up of 21 states and
contains 16 National Forests (see Map).
Each region maintains its own sensitive
specieslist. Nationwide, therefore, there
are nine different lists! The first list of
sensitive species for the Eastern Region
was published in 1990. The list identi
fied 147 organismsas sensitive: 67 plants,
44 vertebrates, and 36 invertebrates. In
1994, an updated list of 202 organisms

was published (USDA 1994): 128 plants,
10 mammals, 7 birds, 4 reptiles, 3 am
phibians, 15 fish, and 35 invertebrates.
Of the 35 invertebrates, 15 are insects
(Table 1). Sensitive insect spedes are
foimd on 8 of the 16 National Forests

Before collecting insects on
National Forest lands, visit
or write that particular
National Forest office and
ask for the latest list of
sensitive species.

in the Eastern Region. The Huron-
Manistee, located in the lower penin
sula of Michigan, has the most with 8
insects that are classified as sensitive
(Table 1).

The main goal of this program is to
implement management practices to
ensure that designated species do not
become federally listed as endangered
or threatened because of Forest Service
actions (USDA 1991). The Forest Service
implements conservation actions to ben
efit sensitive species and their habitats.
In addition, the National Environmen
tal Policy Act (NEPA) requires the For
est Service to analyze (i.e., to conduct
formal "biological evaluations") of its
programs and activities to determine

their potential effects on sensitive spe
cies or on their habitats. The sensitive
species policy of the Forest Service was
initiated as a result of the National For
est Management Act, which requires
the Forest Service to maintain the diver
sity of plant and animal communities on
the lands it manages (USDA 1991).

To be designated as a sensitive spe
cies in the Eastern Region, an organism
must have at least one documented oc
currence on National Forest lands within
the region. There are two basic ways for
a species to be classified as sensitive in
the Eastern Region: (1) if it is considered
"globally imperiled" by The Nature
Conservancy (C1-G3 ranking, see be
low), or (2) if it is on the U.S. Federal
Register list as a "candidate" species
(C1-C2 ranking). A candidate species is
one that is being considered for possible
addition to theTederal list as either en-
dangered or threatened (Haack 1992)7"
Some sensitive sp>ecies have only a Na
ture Conservancy ranking some have
only a candidate species ranking, and
some have both. The five categories of
sensitive species are described below.

G1: Fewer than 6 occurrences
globally: critically imperiled;
especially vulnerable to extinc
tion.
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